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P aſſerted; T could not but apprehgnd, « 1 7 


ftaken others:? For which Cauſe 1 


THE 


\ PREFACE, 


| PON a ſerious Peruſal of 6 4 
Pamphlet lately printed at AF 
Edinburgh, iutituled, Baptiſm ** 
with Water, and lnfant-Baptiſm 9 


thai: there was much amaſs in iti, 
that the Authgr bad not reaſon'd. y Ti 
well on ſome Paints, and quite. m. 


have t houg bt meet ta diſeover W 
different Sentiments. r tat 
Author has cone cald bis Name, ſ 
neither ſhall I publiſh, mine: The "= 
Arguments on 2 Sides will ſulſer 
nothing by that, but may come be £3 co 
airer on the Carpet, when the pre- - 
conceivd Abilities of either t be 
Authors can have no Influence . 
rbe Reader Fug ment. 1 9 
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| Tho) I am ſenſible, our Oppa⸗ 
nent has a very con ſiderable Ad van- 
tage, in tbat Cuſtom and Educati- 
on have prepoſſeſs'd great Numbers 
in Favour of the Cauſe he eſpou- 
5 ny I bave adventur'd 
ſe my Thoughts to his, not 
| gn our Hope, that the Superior 
Force of Scripture and Reaſon, 
Il  tothawhich I think to be on my Side, N 
. will gradually diſpel the Miſts of 
| Rs Tradition, and illuminate the Minds 
Hop many to the Acknowledgment and 
edienee of _ 778 1459 


Prove all Things, hold faſt that 
87 2 * is good. 
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AN 
ANSWER 


T 0 Oe” 
A PAMPHLET, Sr. 


N WH E Occaſion of this Edinburgh ay 


- Author's appearing in Print, Was, 
it ſeems, 2 Letter addreſs'd to the Clergy of 


Northumberland, which, he tells his Rea- £ 


der, is 4 very weak Panyblet, though it 
had been more for the Credit of his own. 
Performance to have confuted a ſtrong one. 


He next deſcribes it, as a Sort of Cal. To 
lenge of Defiance. As if indeed the Letter” 925 
Writer were very inſolent, who dar d g Dry 


expreſs himſelf thus, Letter, p. & 4 


or the 1 learned among you to prove fropm 0 25 


Vnchaal, with a T Water T the Rust 6 . ; 


de 


5 - 
eo cf 
| a - 


5 Arguments perith with him. This is un- 


8 1 wer eve! 5 Thing that had been ſaid in De- 


20 

A Chrifh, in Gtuted by bim, and practiſ- ed FEE 
bis Apoſtles. Can the Clergy take Offence. 
at this ? Can they be angry with a Man 
for exciting them to a JYVork, which, if 
effectually perform'd, would very much 
conduce both to their Honour and Fuse, 


"4 


res 
He proceeds; The Author, I am "uk 
a. 1. Pedlar. What then? Search bis Pac 
| queſion. the Vendibility | of his . 
perſuade the Country not to deal with a 
K ll LEN but a ſorry Chapman. In ſhort, 
Starve the filly Heretick; and let his weak 


kind, not to fay, unchriitian. | 
He adds, One would have rea; Guably" 


thought, that a Man that bad made ſo bold 
a Challenge, ſhould have endeavoured to an- 


; " 


fence of Baptiſm n with Water. Which is 


Th ought of his is altogether unreaſonable, gf 
beg auſe moſt of the Arguments for Water⸗ 2 

lk, have no Relation to the Point x 

propos d 


4 


1 5 Hinge, ; and though it does ſometimes" hg: 


propos d to the Clergy, which was, to prove 
that ſprinkling of Infants was inſtituted a 


Chriſt. 


He ſays, p. 4. V beiber I be of the dung 


or Laity, it matters not much. Juſt as much 
as whether the Letter-Writer were a Pedlar, 


upon the meer Report of which he has caſt 
out his mean Reflections. Should. the 
ſame Report be rais d of hk the Su- 


periority of his Arguments would W 
fute it. ry 

From his Preface we * to * . Wan 
it ſelf, which begins p. 5. with the Su. 
ker 7 enet about Baptiſm, which he ſays, 
is, That Chriſt did not inſtitute any Baptiſm 
with Water, but only * with the 5 
Chi. 

In Order to impugn this Tenet, Ns Pa 
Zins with a Miſtake, and tells us, p. 6: 


that to baptize in its Original Meuning oh + 
' nifies 1 uo more than. to walh: » | Whexeas, the 


Original Meaning of that Word, is to Aer 


41 


niſie no more than to waſh, yet it remains 
for him to ſhew, that it ever ſignifies leſs 7 
than to waſh ; otherwiſe Sprinkling will be 
ſtill excluded. 

From his General Senſe of the Word, he 
goes on to a Separate Ecclefraſtick Senſe, in 
which, he fays, Baptiſm is now always 
talen, and denotes a Perſon's being received 
into the Chriſtian Church, by being waſh'd 
with Water in the Name of the Trinity. 
He knows, the Syaters don't take it in 
that Senſe, and therefore his Separate Es- 
- clefeaſtick Senſe amounts to no more than 

the Senſe of thoſe Churches, who either 
prattiſe or profeſs Water-Bapiiſm. But 
that we may know whether their Senſe be 
the Goſpel-Senſe of Baptiſm, let us ſearch 
the Scriptures, to find what that is. 

The Words Bapiize and Baptiſm are 
us d in the New-Teſtament in a twofold 
Senſe, either Literal or Figurative. Literal, 4 
when ey relate either to thoſe Legal 
"> ' Purifications ; 


* EST 

Purifications and diverſe Waſhings us d 4. 
mong the Jes under the Moſai:k Diſpen- 
fation, or to that Water-Baptiſm which was 
adminiſtred either by 7obn the Baptiſt, or 
fome of the Diſciples of Chriſt, both be: 


fore and after his Aſcenſion. * Figurative, 


when they denote that Inward Purgation 
and Cleanſing of the Soul from Sin, by the 
Power and Operation of the Holy Spirit, 
which is the true Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
The Word Baptize is us'd in both Sen- 
ſes by John the Baptiſt, Lake iii. 16. "Li 
terally, when he ſays, I indeed baptize © yatt 
with Mater; Figuratively, when {peaking 
of Chriſt, he adds, He ſhall baptize - you 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. poet: 
"Tis alſo us'd i in both Senſes by Chriſt 
himſelf, As i. 5. Literalh, John truly 
baptized with Water: Figuratively, - But oc 
25 be baptized with the l c 1 7 * 
* | B */ MG 4 "fat | 
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* They are us'd alſo figuratively by our Saviour, - to 
ds note a State of Suffering for the Teftimony of Iruthy _ 
33 Mat. Xx. 22, 23. Luke xii. $0, | 


1 


That Baptizing in this Figurative Senſe 
doth denote Inward Purgation, is evident, 
by the Explidation given of it, by Jobn the 
== Baptiſt, Luke iii. 17. Whoſe Fan is in his 
| Hand, = be will throughly purge his Floor, 
| and will gather the Wheat into bis Garner, 
but the Chaff will be burn with ungquenchable 
Fire. 
And the manifeſt Anithi ke, , us'd both by 
che Baptiſt and Chriſt himſelf, between Wa. 
ter and the Holy Gboſt, doth effectually con- 
fute our Ad verſary's Aſſertion, p. S. That 
thee was not any Difference between John's 
Baptiſm, and that of the Jews, or that of 
Cbriſt, as to the Matter, but that they all 
baptix d with Water. | 
This Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt is that 
Goſpel-Baptiſm, which Chriſt commiſſioned 
his Diſciples, through their Preaching, - to 
adminiſter, Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye there: | 
fore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them _ 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Kr. 
1 and of the Holy Ghoſt. 7 


= 3 
To 


5 _ "7 


' Fo qualifie them for fo important a Ser- 
vice, they were commanded to wait at Je- 
ruſalem for the Promiſe f the Father, Acts 
i. 4. to wit, the Effuſion, or pouging forth, 
of the Holy Spirit, prædicted by the * Pro. 
phets of old, which was to come upon” all 
Fleſh ; that themſelves being in a remark. 
able Manner firſt Baptivd therewith, and 

having receiv'd tbe J Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt coming upon tbem, might be inſtru. 
mental in the Hand of God to confer upon 
others alſo the Gift of t the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Promiſe whereof, Peter at that Time, (fat 
from reſtricting it to Himſelf and His Fel- Lon 
low Apoſtles) told the amazed Multitud&,.. .. 
was unto them, and to their Children, ant 2 2 25 


all that were afar off, even as many 4 the | 
Lord our God ſhall call. Acts ii. 39. | 
The Apoſtle Pail, a terwards miracu. | 
Roth converted, received from CH the 7 
vw Ak B 2 . 55 


7 0 ' 


22 — 


* * Wſaiih xliv. 3. Joe ii. 28. 
x Au-ejpuy nia fo. reg Ts &yis TVUuRT 5, Ads, 8. 
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ſame. Commiſſion for Subſtance, though in 
other Words, viz. 1 bave appeared unto 
tbee for this Purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter 
and a W uneſs both of tbeſe Things which thou 
baſi ſeen, and of thoſe J. bings in the which I 
will appear unto tbee ; delivering thee from 
tbe People, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
wow I ſend thee, io open their Eyes, and 1 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
tbe Power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inberitance 
among them which are ſanctiſied by. Faith that” 
in in me. Acts xvi. ie 
This Apoſtle's Commiſſion was as exten- 
five as that of the others, for he ſays of him- 
ſelf, 7 ſuppoſe I Was not a whit bebind the very 
 chiefeſt Apoſiles, 2 Cor. xii. 11. and is plain- 
ly comprehenſive. ef the Baptiſm, of the 
Holy Gboſt, though the Word Baptizing be 
not expreſt. As to Water-Baptiſm, himſelf. 
expreſly declares, Chriſt ſent me not to bap- 
ine, but to preach the Goſpel, 1 Cor. i. 17, 


That 


[9] 


That the Baptiſm of the Holy Choſt! was 
conferred through the Preaching of the A 
poſtles, is manileſt, by the Relation Peter 


gives of the Converſion of Cornelius and his 
Friends, Acts xi. 15. As I began to ſpeak, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the 
Beginning: Then remembred I the Word of 
the Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed bap- 
tixed with. Water, but ye ſhall be * 
with the Holy Ghoſt. 2 

Having thus briefly ws the Goſpel 
Senſe of Baptiſm, we ſhall return to our 
Author, and examine what he has to ſay 
in behalf of his Eccleſraſtick Senſe. 

He tells us p. 6, 7. that the Jes had di- 
verſe Baptiſms or Waſhings, with Water z 7 
a Thing we had no Doubt of, ſor the A- 
poſtle Paul had told us ſo before, and ranks 
them with Carnal Ordinances. imtoſed vn 
them until the Time of Roben ** 
ieee 5 

He alſo tells us p. 8. That John's Py 
72 was with Water. So tar he is rie: 
n But 


ad 


| 10 T 


But then he is pleas d to add, Thar there 
was not any Difference between John's Rat- 
iſm, and that of the Jews, or that of Chriſt, 


as to the Matter, for they all baptiz'd with 


Water. This we cannot receive, and there - 
fore muſt attend to his Proofs. 
_» Firſt then, he aſſerts p. 9. That when 
our Saviour inſtituted Baptiſm, he did no 
more than adopt a Jewiſh Cuſtom into bis Re- 
ligion; and that Chriſt in bis Viſdom thought 
fit to make former Rites ſerve his divine Pur 
poſes, rather than to introduce new Oves un- 
beard of before, and therefore tranſlated this 
Rite of Baptiſm, in Uſe among the Jews, in- 
o his own Service, and ſo ordain'd (it a Ha- 
tcrument of bis Religion. 

A ſtrange Aſſertion! As if chriſ, ibs 
FIFTY of a Religion purely ſpiritual, had 
been under a Neceſſity either of introduc- 


ing new Rites and Ceremonies, or of bof-- 
rowing old Ones from the Few:. Had this 


Aſſertor well conſider d John iv. 23, 24. 
7 be Hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
Worſhippers 


F 
r 
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Worſbippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spt- 
rit and in Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
to worſhip him. God is a Spirit, and they 
that worſhip him, muſt worſhip bim in Spirit 
and in Truth, he might eafily have per- 
ceived, that this Spiritual Worſhip eſta- 
bliſhed by Chriſt ſtands in Need of no 
Jewiſh Rites or Ceremonies, and that there- 
fore he has tranſlated none of them into 
his Service. . 

The next Poſition he advances p. 9. is, 
That all that were admitted into Chriſt's Re- 
ligion were to be baptix'd with Mater. In 
tavour of this Darling Notion, he . thinks, 
that the Diſciples who were the firſt Proſelytes 
to that Religion, muſt have been baptized 
likewiſe, and who, ſays he, was there then 
to_do it, but Chriſt bimſelf ? And of this Opi- 
nion, he fays, was Fr. Auguſtin. With 
this think ſo of his own, and St. Auguſtin 
at his Elbow, he confronts the Text Jobs 
iv. 2. Which ſays, that Jeſus baptiud abt, © © 
but bis Diſciples. Now, il it be true bat 
3 | he 
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he inſinuates, that there was none to bap- 
tize the Diſciples but Chrift himſelf ; and 
if (notwithſtanding his and St. Auguſtin's 
Oppoſition) we will believe the Text, that 
Feſus baptized not, it neceſſarily follows, 
that the Diſciples were not baptized with 
Water at all, and cenſequently his fa 
rite Notion falls to the Ground, eeing 
they were admitted into Chriſt's Religion 
without being ſo baptized. 15 
He then urges, that Our Saviour g Diſci- | 
> in his Life-time did baptize with Water, 
for which he ſuppoſes they had a Com- 
miſſion, but cannot find any. We, on 
the contrary, ſuppoſe, that had they had 
ſuch a "Commiſſion, the Text would not 
have been filent in ſo material a Point; 
and that therefore they did baptize wich | 
Water both before Add after Chriſt's. "Af. 
cenſion, without any Commiſſion from him 
for that Purpoſe, but in compliance with + 
the then received Cuſtom among the Jes, 
and the known Practice of Jobn the Baptiſt, 


nor 
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nor does any Thing our Adverſary advan. 
ces prove the contrary ; ſo far from that, 
that he tells us, p. 11. That ſince the Si. 
rit was not given in Chriſt's Life-time, he 
thinks, it will plainly follow, that there was 
a Baptiſm with Water praftis'd by our Sa- 
viour's Diſciples without the Spirit,” and 
then produces ſeveral Inſtances after Chriſt's _ 
Aſcenſion; of which he ſays, p. 12.* theſe 
were baptized without having the Holy Ghboſs 
convey d along with their Baptiſm: In this 
he ſeems to give up his Cauſe, ſince it 
plainly follows, that the Apoſtles in o 
| baptizing ated without a Commiſſidh ur- 
leſs he will ſay that Chriſt commiſſton d 
them to baptize without the Spirit, which | 
we ſuppoſe he will not, for he ſays, p. 23. 
"N hat there is with the Outward Waſcing an 
"Inward Baptiſm of the Spirit conveyed to us, 
and p. 24. that, no doubt, we may be-ſaid to 
'be "baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, when 
this Rite is duly perform'd. If fo, twill ne- 
\ceffarily follow, that the Apoſtles in bap- 


U 14. | 
tizing with Water without the Spirit did 
not duly perform that Rite: Andcertainly + 
in an undue Performance of it, they act- 
ed not by Chriſt's Commiſſion. 

He lays, p. 12. that Baptiſm is now be- 
come neceſſary to our Entring into the Chn- 
ſtian Church, and then takes upon him to 
correct our common Verſion of the Text 

Mat. xxviii. 19. by rendring it thus, Go, 
and make Diſciples of all Nations, waſhing, 
(for ſo, ſays he, the Word in the Greek 
imports) or baptigiug ibem in the Name of 
the Father, Son und; Holy Ghoſh. The ime- 
ginary Advantage: he draws trom thus ren- 

„ dring the Text, he afterwards exprelles 
p. 17. As Chriſt's Commiſſion, ſays he, when 
literally rendred frgnifies to waſh in the Name 
of the Father, &c. This can bave Relation 
to nothing elſe but Water. For Water be- 
ang the Matter whereby Waſhing is perform'd, 
whenever therefore we are commanded - to 
waſh, that without all doubt is to be made 
ie 9, and ſo, though Water is not expreſly F 


ſet 


ſet down in our Saviour's Commiſſion, yet, 
" fince Waſhing is, Water by an unavoidable 
conſequence miſt be the Matter to be made 
Uſe of, and therefore Baptixing with Water, 
though Water be not literally expreſt, muſt 
be the true Meaning of Chriſt's Commiſſion: -+ 
A meer groundleſs Conceit! For waſh- 
ing in Scripture does not always relate to 
Water, but is frequently us'd in a figura- 
tive Senſe, as in the following Inſtances 
Pſal. xxvi. 6. I will waſh my Haut in | 
Innocency. li. 2. Waſh me throughly\from 
mine Imquity. lviii. 10. He ſhall waſh bis" 
Feet in the Blood of the Wicked, © 4. 
Iſaiah i. 15. Waſh ye, make. ye clean, 
put away the Ed il of your Dots rows * 
mine Fyes. | 
_ - Jeremy. iv. 14. O Jeruſalem, with i 
Heart from Wickedveſs. 1 
Adts xxii. 16. Waſh away thy Fins FI 
15 XXIX. 6. When I waſhed my Sehe 22 
with Butter. | 5 


Prov. XXX. 12. There is a Ceneration 
C 2 that 
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that is pure in their 0wn Eyes, and yet is no, 
waſhed from their Filtbineſs. 

Titus 111. 5. The Waſhing f Regenera- 
tion. 

Rev. i. 5. Unto bim that loved us, and 
waſhed ns from our Sins in bis own Flood, 

vii. 14. Have waſhed their. Robes, and 
made tbem white in tbe Blood of the Lamb. 

Secing therefore, that waſhing is fre- 
quently us d in a figurative Senſe in Scrip- 
ture, we are under no Neceſſity of taking 
it otherwiſe, though we ſhould admit him 
to make Uſe of it in this Place. | 

P. 13. He ſays, What Circumciſion was 
ro the Jews, that Baptiſm is to Chriſtians. 
Now if he will underſtand Baptiſm to be 
Circumciſion in a Goſpel-Senſe, the Apoſtle 
Paul will tell him what that is, Rom. 11.29. 
He is a Jew which is one inwardly, and Gif-- 
cumci ſion is that of the Heart in the. Mit, 
and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is ot of 7 
Men, but of God. This Goſpel Senſe of 
Circumciſion, doth not at all anſwer. to 


Baptiſm 


MS $4 


Baptiſm with Water, but is exactly corre- 
ſpondent with the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt which we contend for. 

He adds, that wboever is not baptized, 
muſt needs be a Stranger to the Covenant of 
Promiſe. Not confidering, that tis the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, which our Savi- 
our himſelf expreſly calls, The Promiſe of 

the Father. AQs i. 4. Luke xxiv. 49. | 
Hue then produces the Text John iii. 5. 
Except any one be born of Water and of the 
Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God. This he would have underſtood of 
Water-Baptiſm, though he knows“ diverſe 
Learned Men take it otherwiſe, viz. That 
Water and the Spirit in this Place da only 
denote the Spirit and its cleanſing Virtue. 


Which Opinion is moſt ſtrongly ſupporte 5 2 
by Chriſt himſelf, who in the ſame Dit 


edurſe, Ver. 6, 8. twice repeats the Term 


nnn. ret . 


— 


hom he mentions p. 30. under the Name of 
Calvin and his Followers. 
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born of the Firit, without any mention of 
Water. | 

His Inſtance, p. 14. of Philip's n 
the Eunuch with Water, proves nothing, 
ſince that was done at the Eunuch's Inſtance, 
not by Chriſt's Commiſſion. 

His other Remark, p. 17. of Peter's bap- 
tizing Cornelius and his Friends, after they 
had received the Holy Ghoſt, does no 

more infer the Neceſſiy of Water-Baptiſm, 
than Pauls circumciſing Timothy doth in- 
fer the Neceſſity of Circumciſi on. The Text 
expreſſy ſays, As xvi. 3. That Paul 100k 
and tirtumriſed Timothy becauſe of the Jews 
that were in thoſe Quarterg. So allo in the 
Caſe of Cornelius and his Friends, the Text 
Jays. that they of the Circumciſion which be- 
lieved, were aſtoniſhed, becauſe that on the 
Gentiles alſo was poured out the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. For though thoſe Jews had 

receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith, yet did they 

retain ſome of their former Prejudices : 


Now it having been a received Cuſtom a- 
mong 


1 
mong them to baptize Proſelytes with Wa- 
er: Peter propos d to them this Queſtion, 
Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould 
not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well at we? And when none of 
the Jews did contradict it, he , commanded 
them to be baptized in the Name of the Lord. 
So that 'tis evident, Peter did not command 
them to be baptized becauſe of the abſolute 
Neceſjty of Water-Baftiſm, but for the fake 
of thoſe believing Jews, who were yet fo 
ſtrongly attach'd to their old Rites and Ce- 
remonies, that ſome of them at that Time 
. thought it unlawtul to eat with Men un- 
circumciſed. And for a conſiderable. time 
after, there were of the believing Phariſees 
who ſaid, that *"twas needful, not only to 
baptize, but even 10 circumciſe the Gentiles, 
and command them to keep the Law of Metes 
155 Xv. 5. 5 
From this Paſſage concerning Cornelius 
we have farther to obſerve, that Feter was 
not ſent to baptize Cornelius with Water, 


but 


Tz] ""—_ 
but to preach the Goſpel to him. This is 
er ident, 11t. from the Words of the An. 
gel to Cornelius, He ſhall tell thee what thou 
oughteſt to do. Acts x. G. adly. From the 
Saying of the Meſlengers ſent from Corneli- 
us to Peter, who did their Errand by tel- 
ling him, that Cornelius had been warned of 
God by an holy Angel to ſend for bim, and to 
hear Words of him. Ver. 22. 3dly. From 
the: Words of Cornelius himſelf to Peter, 

Thon baſt well done that thou art come, now 
therefore are we all here preſent before God, 
to hear all Things that are commanded thee 
7 Gad. Ver. 33. 

Now when Peter opened his Mouth, and 
parka to them the Goſpel of Chriſt, in 
his Diſcourſe he mentions the Commiſſion 
given to himſelf and the other Diſciples 
from our Saviour after his Reſurreftiod, 
in theſe Words, He commanded. us to preach 
«unto the People, and to teſtify, that it was be 
which was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
=» Os and Dead. To him give all the Pro- 

| | phets 


* 
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phets witneſs, that throngh his Name, nþoſoe> 
der believeth in bim ſhall receive Remiffon 
of Sins. Acts x. 42, 43. 

"Tis obſervable, that Peter, in this Ac- 
count of his Commiſſion, makes no menti- 
on of Baptizing, but of Preaching the Goſpel, 
And indeed the Imperative Force of 
Chriſt's Precept, Mat. xxviii. 19. is placd 
upon the Words, Go, Teach; the "Word. 
Baptizing is J no otherwiſe iniperatle than 
as it has Relation to Teach. Now tis ma- 
nifeſt, that Peter, with Reſpect to Corneli. | 
«5 and his Friends, had fully perform'd the 
Commiſſion of Chriſt, before he commanded 
* them 


i 
£ 


— 


— 


—— 


* Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, 7557 i; mn not to bap. 
rize, but to preach the Goſpel. 1 Cor. i. 17. | 
. CThe Aſſertors of Maier- Baptiſm, in favour of their 
own Opinion, diſregarding where the Force of 
Chriſt's Precept lay, have chang'd his Comimiſſi on to 
teach, into a Commiſſion to baptize; whith Error the 
Pedobaptifts have carried ſo far, as to baptize thoſe 
whom they teach not, and who are not capable of be- 
ing taught; a Practice the Text gives not any colour- 
able Pretence for. 


* 22 


them to be haptiz d with Water: For 
according to Chriſts Precept, he raught 
baptizing. While be yet ſpale, the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on all them which beard the IVord. 
Acts x. 44. This Peter himſelf in the next 
Chapter interprets to be the Bapriſin of the 
Holy Ghoſt : And as I began to ſpeak, the 
Hoh Ghoſi fell on them, as on us at the Be- 
ginning. Then remembred I the Word. of the 
Lord, bow that he ſaid, John indeed baptized 
with Water, but ye ſhall bc baptized with the 
Holy Gboſt. Foraſmuch then as God gave them 
the like Gift as be did unto us, who believed 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : what was I, that 
I could withſtand God? Acts xi. 15, 16, 17. 
As then, tis not doubted, that Peter did 
preach to thoſe Gentiles by. Virtue of Chriſt's 
Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. ſo certainly the 
Baptiſmzwhich accompanied his Preaching, 
muſt be the Baptiſm there intended. His 
commanding them therefore afterward to 
be baptized with Water, was for the 
Reaſon 


— * 


L 23] 


Reaſons we have before tewp, and had no 
Relation to Chriſt's Precept. 
Beſides, that Peter did not take Chrife 
Commiſſion literally to relate to Mater. 
Baptiſm, and a Form of Words to'be us'd 
in the Adminiſtration of it, is manifeſt, in 
that he cammanded thoſe Gentiles to be 
baptized in the Name of the Lord, not in 
the Name of tbe 4 atber, and of ibe Su, and 
of the Holy Gboſt, which Form, our Ad- 
verlary ſays, p. . t neceſſary the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be baptized in: His Words are 
theſe, But they, (our Saviour's Diſciples) 
uſed another Form indeed when they "baptized 
the Gentiles, for as there was no Controverſy 
with them, who was the true Meſſiah, bat 
. who was the true God, it was neceſſary that 
, they ſhould be baptized in the Name of the 
* Father, Son, and Holy Ghofi. An Aſſer- 
tion, which, if true, would have favour'd 
his Cauſe, but unleſs he can produce a 
fingle Inſtance from Scripture; of the A- 
poſtles uſing that F orm in baptizing, the 
D 2 Img 


a 


— 


l 
ſame Allertion G terve only to {how, that 
, himlelt has leſs Zeal for Trulb chan for 
Water-Badptiſm. The Puakers do far more 
juſtly argue, that ſince by all the Scripture 
Inſtances we have of the Diſciples baptiz- 
ing with Water, it appears, that they did 
not uſe the Form of Words expreſt in 
Chriſt's Commiſſion; that there ore they 
did not underſtand * Commitlion to re- 
Aate to Mater-Bapliſin, nor did they prac- 
tiſe it by Virtue thereof. 

The Aſſertor comes at length, p. 16. to 
e the Letter- writer, concerniũg whom 
he thus queries, Does not the Author of the 
Pampblet now under Conſideration ſay, That 
John Baptiſt was ſent to baptize with Mater: 
But we don't read in the New-Teſtament, 
that Chriſt inſtituted a Water-Baptiſm di- 
ſtin# from John Baptiſt: And there was a 
Commiſſion given to the, Apoſtles, to Go and 
Teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, Sc. but there is not 

one Word of Water 1 in 5 Commiſion. Theſe 
| lays 
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fays he, are the Author's Words, no in 
Ai ſcuer io tbem, t ſay, as I aid before, and 
then goes on, p. 16, 17, 18. repeating the 
Subſtance of what he had before ſaid con- 
cerning the Sameneſs ot the Jewiſh, Jobn's 
and Cbri/t's Baptiſm ; rendring the Word 
Baplize by the Word Wafh; and the Prac- 
tice of Philip and Peter ; all which we have 
before fully replied to. A 

He tells us, p. 18. that 'Chriſt did not 
command any particular manner of baptizang 
doit h Mater, but that the Apoſiles by the Te- 


nor of their Commiſſion, were only to waſh or 


baptize in general, and whether this was done 
by Immerſion or Dipping, or by Aﬀuſtoi 4% or 
Sprinkling, it all anſwer d the End of Baptifms. 
We readily grant, that Chriſt did not com. 
mand any particular manner of Baptizing with 
Water But certainly had he inſtituted a- 
ny Water-Baptiſm at all, he would never 
have leſt it to be Matter of perpetual Diſ- 
pute and Altercation, 2 whom, by whom, 
| where, when, and afier what. Manner, it 
105 ſhould 
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ſhould be adminiſtred. Can this Aſſertor 
ſhew us that ever any External Itite or Ce- 
remony was enjoyn d upon any People, and 
all thoſe Matters left undetermined? If 
not, can he ſuppoſe that the Infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Chriſt would enjoyn upon Man- 
kind a Ceremony to be obſerv'd, and leave 
it involv d in more Obſcurity, than is con- 
ſiſtent even with human Prudence? We, 
who can entertain no ſuch diſhonourable 
Thoughts of the Saviour of the World, 
make no doubt, but that if he had inſtitu- 
ted Mater- Baptiſin in the Place of Circumci- 
fron, he would have left it as clear and in- 
diſputable in every Circumſtance/of it's Ad- 
miniſtration, which ſeeing he did not, we 
muſt needs infer, that he did not inſtitute 
any Water-Baptiſm at all. 

Our Opponent's Diſcourſe, p. 18, 19, 
20. reſpecting the early and general Prac- 
tice of Immerſion, or Dipping, is ſo contra- 
xy to his Undertaking, of aſſerting Infant: 
Baptiſm by Sprinkling, that it juſtly entitles 

4 _ 
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him to the Character of the fooliſ Woman 
defcrib'd by Hlomon, Prov. xiv. 1. Every 
wife Woman buildeth her Houſe, but the 
fooliſh plucketh it down with her Hands. | 

P. 20, 21. he puts this Query, But do 
wwe not read, Mat. iii. 11. That John Bar- : 
tiſt ſaid, our Saviour would baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire? Now, if 
fo, bow comes Chriſt to inſtitute another ſort 
of Baptiſm (viz.) that with Water ? In 
anſwer to which he ſays, p. 21. Now this 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 
has, I think, no Relation to Baptiſm with 
Water, but is always underſtood by Learned 
Men, to refer to the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the Apoſiles, in cloven Tongues 
as of Fire, upon the Day of Pentecoſt. A. 
ii. 3. For Chriſt had commanded them not to 
depart from Jeruſalem, but 10 wait for the 
Promiſe of the Father : For, John truly 
baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt not many Days 
en _ i. 5 5. It was but a ſhort 
55 | Tune 
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| paſs ( for Pentecoſt was but fifty Days after 


anſwer, as follows; Our Opponent thinks 
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Time after Chriſt ſaid this, that it came 10 


our Saviour's Reſurrection, and ten Days af- 
ter bis Aſcenſion) and ſince in bis own Words, 
it bas the 8 of a Baptiſm with 
the Holy Ghoſt, we may reaſonallly conclude, 


' That tis the fame Baptiſm which John and 
"Chriſt refer to; and as this Deſcent is call'd 


a Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo wby not 
the fiery cloven Tongues accompanying it, a 
Baptiſm with Fire: For they being bere 
joined togetber according to the Prediftion of 
John, . they ſeæm to have been a true Comple- 
tion of it. Now, why this kind of Baptiſm 


peculiar to the Apoſtles, and fulfilled only in 


them, ſhould be the only Baptiſm which Chriſt 
inſtituted, and ſhould exclude that Baptiſm , 


with Water, which was practiſed by the ſame 
Apoſiles in bis Life-Time, and farther com- 
_ manded after bis Reſurrection, 4 profe Yo I 


cannot apprebend. 0 
To this long Quotation, we diſinly 


that 


Wis 4g 
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that ibis Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoft Oy 
ith Fire, Mat. iii. 11. has no Relation /0 
Baptiſm with Water. We think ſo too: 
But that this Baptiſi n with the Holy Ghcſt 
and with Fire is Chriſt's Baptiſm” iS Unde⸗ 
niable; it then neceſſarily follows from 
our Adverſary's own Conceſſion, that 
Chriſt s Baptiſm has no Relation to 0 Ba 


riſm with Mater. | 
That the Words of Chriſt to bis Dilet- 


= 


ples; Ad i. 5. Ye ſhall be baptized” "with 
the Holy Ghoſt not many Days hence, id ; 
refer to the Deſcent of the, Holy C Cheſt upon 


them at "the Day of Pentecoſt, et admit, 


But that the Words of John the e Baphiſt, 


Mat. ili. 11. He ſhall baptize you * 


Holy Oboſt und with Fire, are to be e re tric- 


ted to the ſame Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon the Apofiles, can by no means be 


ANY 


admitted without manifeſt VioldScl to the 


Te; for his Words muſt of neceſſity re- 


late to thoſe Perſons to whom he fpake 
them: And who were they? They were 
E Phariſees, 


_m_ 


4 
_— 
. 


1 f 
N 
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- 1 Sadducees, J Publicans, Hl. 
diers, in ſhort, a mixt Multitude oi all 
Sorts of People; unto * all whom he ſaid, 
1 indeed baptize you with Mater unto Repen. 
tance, but he that cometh after me is mightter 
than I, whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to bear; 
be ſball baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt aud 
with Fire. 

Now as Chriſt's Words import, that the 
Diſciples to whom he ſpake, were,to, be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſi, ſo do Jobn the 
Baptiſts s Words import, that all Forts of 
Prople, to, whom he ſpake, without Di- 

ſtinction, were to be baptized with . the 
ſame Baptiſm 
© Fay, the Baptiſm of the Holy Choſe, or. 
Hfufon of the Sirit, (call'd alſo, the 155 
muſe of the Father) was not-peculiar to the 
Apoſtles, as our Adverſary ſuppoſes, but 
a common and univerſ; al Frevilege to all Be- 
lievers 
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lievers under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 
This is manifeſt, not only by the Words of 
7obn the Baptiſt before cited, but from the 
Prophecy of Joel cited by Peter Acts ii. 17. 
And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, 
faith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all Fleſh, &c. This porring out of the Spirit; 
Peter not only applies to what came upon 
the Diſciples at the Day of Pentecoſt ; but 
calls it the Gift of tbe Holy Ghoſt, the Pro- 

miſe whereof, he tells the Multitude, a- 
mong whom were Men ont of every Nati- 

on under Henven, was, unto them, and to 
their Children, and to all that are afar ff, 2 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 
Acts ii. 38, 39. So that 'tis, as our Op- 
ponent lays, the fame Baptiſin which John 
and Chriſt refer to; for the Gift or Pouring 
forth of the Spirit on Believers under the 
Seipel, is One Baptiſm, however diſpenſed 

E 2 to 
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to different Perſons at diſtant Times and f 


Places, which One Baptiſm is common to all 
the Faithſul, tho adminiſtred to the Diſciples ˖ 
at the Day of Pentecoſt in a peculiar manner, | 

But onr Opponent will have it, that the 


Text Mar. iii. 11. is always underſtood by 


© learned Men to refer to the Deſcent of the | 


Holy Gboſt upon the Apoſiles J in cloven 
Tongues as of Fire, upon tbe Day of Pente- Þ}f 
colt. Again, he ſays, As this Deſcent is 
called a Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, ſo wby 
not the fiery cloven Tongues accompanying 
it, a Baptiſm with Fire ? For they being bere 
join d together, according to the Prediction of 
John, they ſeem to Gave been a true dah 
tion of it. 

That the Words £ Jobn the Raul, 
eannot in any reaſonable Conſtruction be ſo 

. | . taken, 


Here he deviates rom the Text to {erve his « own 
Purpoſe; for the Tex: does not ſay that the Holy | 
Ghoſt deſcended in cloven Tongues, but that there came ; 
4 from Heaven as of 4 mighty Tuſi irg Wind, and. g 
i filled all the Houſe where they were ſj fan. Aud there 
S umo them cloven Tongues. 
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taken, we have already ſhewn, ; but ſince i 
he ſeems to inſiſt upon the Word Fire and 
the Opinion of his learned Men, we pro- 
ceed to ſhew farther Cauſe of our Diſſent 
from him and them. £ 
1. If the Word Fire, Mat. i iii. 11. be 
taken literally, as he * would have it, it 
was not ſo fulfill'd in the Appearance of 
the cloven Tongues; for they were not lite. 
rally Fire, but like as of Fire. Acts ii. 3. 
2. But that the Word Fire in that Place 
(viz. Mat. iii. 11.) is not to be ſo taken, 
we ſhall' prove, by ſhewing that neither 
did Joby the Baptiſt uſe it in a literal Senſe; 
nor did either our Saviour himſelf, or the. 
Evangeliſt ts Jobn and Mark, ſo 


it. | 
18 That Jobn the. Baptiſt did not aloha 


Word Fire literally, but figuratively, dei 
noting 


* . ꝙ«9ͤ9 * "—= _— 
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Err 
: 


* For, be ſays, p. 23. We on? tread "hat Chriſt did 
over literally fulfil this Part of ce /s Prophecy, hut in 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles ir in 
losen Tongues as of Fire, 
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noting thereby the purifying Virtue of the 


Holy Spirit, is manifeſt by his own imme- 


diate Explication of it, in theſe. Words, 
Whoſe Fan is in bis Hand, and be will 
 tbroughly purge his Floor, and gather his 


Wheat:into the Garner: but be will burn uf 


tbe Cbaff 11h unguenchable Fire. 

2. Our Saviour himſelf, plainly refer- 
ring to the Words of John, mentions not 
the Term Fire, but ſays, Ye ſhall. be bapti- 
zed with the Holy Ghoſt. Acts i. 5. 

John the Evangeliſt,” relating the 
Record which Jabn the Baptiſt bare con- 
cerning Chriſt, has theſe Words, He that 
ſent me to baptize with Water, the ſame ſaid 
unto me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit 
deſcending and remaining on bim, the ſame is 
be ubich M RR with rh Wy Ghoſt. 
Joni 33. d r © The 
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The Werd Baptiterb beres in the pteſeur Ten 
ſeems to denote that Chriſt did then haptize with the 


Spirit upon the Apoſtles at the Day of Pentecoſt. 


72 Holy Ghoſt, which was long before the Effuſion of the Rue 


* 
be 


the 


2 


4 The Evangeliſt Mark rehearſes the 


Saying of Jobn the Baptiſt thus, 1 indeed 
baptize you with Water, but he ſhall baptize 
you with: he Holy Ghoſt. Mark i. 3. K 21 
From all which we infer, tha, 

If John the Baptiſt had underſtood; the 
Word Fire in a literal Senſe, he would" = 
have made another Explication of it. 

If our Saviour, and the — 
John and Mark, had not underſtood Joh 
the Baptiſt's Meaning to have been fally 
expreſt without the Word Fre, 8 they 
would not have omitted it in their reciting 
him. ad 10 

From what hath been : :faid; we think 
it will plainly appear, That the Bafiiſm | 
of the + Holy Ghoſt was the One and only 
Baptiſm inftituted by Chriſt. That it was 
not peculiar to the Apoſtles, but a ſtand- 
ng Privilege to all the Faithful under the 4 
zalpel Diſpenfation, | one of the. great Blef-- 
ings of the. New Covenant, and to conti · 
ue to the End of the World: That this © 
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Baptiſm is not a waſbing with Water, but 
the cleanſing of the Soul from Siu, by the 
purifying Virtue of the Holy Spirit: That 
the Apoſtles were made inſtrumental in the 
Hand of God to confer this Baptiſm of #the 
Holy Ghoſt on others; and that ou,Hν d. 
verſary has not prov'd that Chriſt did ind 
ſtitute any; Baptiſim with Mate. 
However, ſince upon a miſtaken Pre 
ſumption khat he has done thai, he is 
Ness d to proceed; with what he calls 
He,, for buptiving Infants with Water, we 
will alſo go onto Ebquire into the Validity 
them. 
"_ ss begins then with this Query, Wha 
Bro, have you from e for: baptizing 
| 0 99 * NB ch * Infants 
fda gd boning why s 


=. = ol GRE" LIT" EY 'thrown 


ns bas 


3 at us by our Opponent, p. 22. as if "Prejudice. and n 
98 wicommon Wy of. Thinking | had warp'd ar blinded « 


Fulyments . ' Whereas he muſt think but Vttle,. w 
cannot ſee; that Cuſtow and the do Way of Thinkin 


ate mſt liable to war and blind Men's Nane, aud 
22 them under the Power of Deluſion. h 


ti 


1 


+ He to „p. 32. Our unchriſtianing the Quakers is juſts 
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Infant. with Water ? Inſtead of A direct 5 I 
Anſwer to this, he tells us, that The Sub | 
jets of this Baptiſm, whether Infants or 


adult Perſons, are no Part of the Diſpute be- 


rally come in; as for inſtance, 


Suppoſe this our Opponentto be a Mem... 
ber of the Chi of England, and only. : 
forinkled 3 10 his Infancy: by 

He aſſerts, and perhaps i imagines hop can 
prove, that Water-Baptiſm vas inſtinted 


by Chr iſts and that 4 Man cant be 4 Chri- 


ſtian without it. | 
He tells a Qualer, that be is 0 Gris | 
ſtian, he bas not been admitted by mater 

Baptiſm. Can he blame the Qualer for 
retorting thus, Shake Hands, Brother, | nei * 


rher wes thou, 


by = 
„ 8 
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0 tween tbe Church of England and the Qua- 
Feers. Whereas we think, they cannot 
diſpute Jong, before this Point will natu⸗ 


a by | ;: 
1 4 ' 4 nd ud «6 1 
© 4 W# 4 | : | 
2» 
my , 


L.3%þ.. -« 


#4 


Does it not then become a proper 1 
ject of Diſpute between them, Whether 
Sprinkling of Infants were that Water-Bap- 
tiſm which, be ſays, Chriſt inſtituted ? Be. 
caule, les that can be proy'\ d, the Qu 
| ker and bimſelf are embarqued on one 
Bottom, and their Chriſtianity, upon his 
own Principles, equally precarious. — 

No, ſays he, for if there was 10 Proof at 
all in Scripture for Infant- -Baptiſm, the Qua- 
kers would be condemned. And upon the 
_ fame Suppoſition how could yell be 
juſtified ? 

He adds, * And their putting tbe Argu- 
ment on this footing is only to evade the force 
of ſuch Proof as lies for Baptiſm with Water 
in general. 

This is a Miſtake in fact; for the Qua- 
lers have never evaded, but have plainly ry 
anſwer'd all the Proofs, that have been ad- ; 
vanced againſt them, in favour of Waters 
Bapviſm. = | 


> - . 


Having 


* 
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Having ſpent about a Page to ſhew us, 
that he had rather not di ilpte this Point ; 


yet finding, that he cannot fairly evade it, 
he ſtarts the Queſtion a ſecond Time, What 


Proof then, have you in Scripture for Water- 


Baptiſm ? But before he yet venture-upon 


- this knotty Queſtion, he thinks proper to 


ſhew what kind of Proof the Church of 
England grounds ſome of ber Doctrines and U. 
fages upon, in Order whereto he quotes one 
of her Articles, the Words of which are 
theſe ; Holy Scripture containeth- all Things 
MP Ca] to Salvation; fo that whatſoever 
is not read therein, nor may be prov d theres 
"by, is not to be required of any Man, that it 

ſbouli be believed as an Article of Faith, or 
be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation, 

Now, he admits, that Infam-Baptiſmn is not 


contained in Scripture, and that there is no 

direct Froof of it there. But then he tells 

5 uz, p. 27. that notwithſtanding there be no 
$ direct Proof in Scripture for ſome of 1 the- Doc 


ines and Uſages of the Church of England, 
22 yet 


5" 


yet if by good Conſequence they can be, made 
out, ſhe thinks this ſufficient for any Perſon 
to yield bis Aſſent io, and to ground his Prac- 
tice upon them. But then is hop'd the 
Church will beſo juſt as to allow every Per- 
fon, whoſe Aſſent is required, to judge 
for himſelf, whether the C onſequences drawn | 
be good, and to determine his Aſjent or 
Diſſent accordingly. 

V pon this Preſumption we hall proceed 
to examine, whether the Conſequences our 
' Adverfary ſhall draw from Scripture be 
good, and ſuchas we may fe af 
"ſent to. 

' Having then ſtated his ene a i third 
Time, p. 27. he begins to draw Inſarences, 
From Geneſis xvii. ſays he, I think tis very 
plain, that Abraham s Children and their 
Pofterity after them, all enired i into e Covenant 

" with God by Circumciſi on. 


That God gave to Abr aban and his ö. 4% 


ſterity the Covenant of Ci rcumcifion, by which 


they were obliged to circumcile their male 
Loi Children, 


WES 


Children hen eight Days old, is granted. 


But how Children at that Age can be ſaid 
to enter into Covenant, we ſee not; for 
entring into Covenant, doth import à free 
AQ of the Party, and neceſlarily preſuppo- 
ſes a Capacity of . Underſtanding, -- making, 
performing, or breaking that Covenant. 
But that a Child of eight Days old hath any 
ſuch Capacity, it lies upon our Adverfary ; 
to prove; Till then, his Talk of be Children 
of Chriſtians being equally capable of entring 
into Covenant witb tboſe of the Jews, can be 
of no force, ſeeing both of them are equal- 
ly under a natural Ingapacity for any "ſuch - 
Thing. BT 89 28. 
The Jews had an expreſs Command for 

circumcifing their Children ; He tbat is eight 
Days old ſhall be circumciſed among\you, every 


Mau. Child in your Generation. Gen, xvii. 12. 


+ But have Chriſtians any Command to bap- 
ties their Children with Vater? If they have, 


let him produce it; if not, how untea- 
ſonable is it to infer, That becauſe tho 


— 
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Jews circumciſed their Children being com. 
manded ſo to do, that therefore Chriſtian; 
muſt baptize their Children with "Water, 
without any Command fo to do. | 
Me need lay no more on this Point, be. 
cauſe our Opponent ſeems fenfible of the 
Irrationality of his Inference, aud there- 
fore puts his next Queſtion thus, p. 28. 
Hive you any Text? of Scripture from which 
Jon rationally fer Inſant-Baptiſm? To 
this he anſwers, This 1 think may be infer 
red from thoſe Places, where mention is mad: 
. of ſome Numbers or Houfholds, which were 
all: baptized together. The Texts he pro. 
| duces are, Mat. xxviii. 19. Go, and make 
«Diſciples of all Nations, bapiitiug ben. Acts 
Avi. 15, and 33. That Lydia was baptized 
* and her Houſhold, and, that the Tailor was 
_  Ghemiſe baptized and "all bis And, 1 Cor, 
i. 16. That Paul baptized the Houſtipld Y, 
- Stephanas. Now, ſays he, we muſt imagine, 
that either there were no Children i in theſe } 


Fane, or elſe that they were baptized; © 
The 
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n.] The Text Mat. xxviii, 19. he rendets 
thus, Go, and make Diſciples of all Nationt, 
1, þ baptizing them, with a Defign to infer that 
Infants may be made'Diſciples by being 
e· baptized with Water without teaching: 
de But his Policy therein is fruſtrated by the 
e. Text it ſelf; for if he will pleaſe * read 
8. | the Commiſſion through, he will find, in 
b che Beginning of the next Verſe, that the 
o Word * Teaching is applied to the Subjects 
- Jof: Baptiſm i in ſuch wile as his bat ny in 
4 Greek cant alter it. 
e The Text Actt xvi. 1 $. 6 the!” 
o. Baptiſm of Lydia and her Houſhold, will 
ke | do him no Service; for the preceding 
ts Words are, that ſbe attended umto the Things: 
d  abich were ſpoken by; Paul. So, no "EW 1 
did her Houſhold alſo; but Infants; were 


. ¶ not capable of ſo doing, therelote) not 1. 9 
f, * | 5 (it 4 | 137 7 | T 


4 


* 
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The Inflancesof the Jil, ard all bis, 
being baptized, Aﬀs xvi - 33- is not to 
the Purpole, for the Words immediately 4 
preceding are, They paul and sus ſpake © 
uno bim tbe Word of the Lord, and to all 
that' werb in bis (Houſe: Is it reaſonable to 
think _ ay n to new 9 bor 1 In. 
fans? of! 11720: tri Fol 

The MR x Cor. i. 16. And J baptized 
alſo tbe Houſhold of Stephanas, proves no- 
thing in the preſent Caſe; ſince What Pan 
did in baptizing them, he declares, that 


F ; . 5 Chriſt did not fend. him to do. 


And indeed, tis not poſſible that- any 
rational-Inference in favour of Infunt-Bup. 
ziſm ca be drawn from any of theſe three 
Fagkily" Texts, becauſe tis altogether un- 
certainwhtther any: Infants were in them 
or no: And from ſuch doubtful Premiſes 1 
w Concluſion can be made. | 


Opponent goes on p. 28. and lays, 
Infant-Baptiſm may be inferr d from 1 Cor. 


. vii. 14. For the unbelieving Husband is + 


laudtified 


[45] 


fonified by. the Wife, Lad he unbelieviug 
"Wife by the Husband, elſe were your Children 
unclean, but now are they boly. This Text 
Teems againſt him, for if their Children mere 
holy, why ſhould they be baptized ? But, lays 
he, before Baptiſm they conld not be holy, 
| for by Nature they were Bora in Sin, and 
Children of IWrath, Eph. ii. 3. Bit are now 
by Baptiſm become holy and Children of 
Grace, ahb otberuiſe thay would not Bes- x 
been. ae 
Here he miſinterprets the T ext Eph. ii. 
3. which doth not ſay bon ins $ A. . 
hall recite it with the foregoing Verlag. ; 
Aud you hath he quickned who were dead ee 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, wherein in Time paſt. * 
walked, FI to abe Prince of tbe aus "220 
of the Air, tbe Hirit that now worketh in 
the Children of Diſabedience- Among whom 
alſo we all bad our Converſation in Time paſt, 
in the Lufts of our Fleſb, fulfilling the Dole. 
of the Fleſh and of the Mind, and mant 
Matar: ies Children of Wrath even E * * 
8 Now 
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Now by Natuse in this Place is not to be 
underſtood a State of Infancy, but an habi 
zual Courſe of actual Tranſgreſſion wherein 
they had lived, in which they were 
ur coc. . Children in the Nature of 
Wrath, and dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
Bu God, faith the Apoſtle, who is rich {nt 
Mercy, for bis great Love wherewith be loved 
us, even when we were dead in Sins, .bath 
quickned us together with Chriſt, (by Grace 
ge are ſaved.) He that ſhall well conſider 
both this Text, and the Context, will 
92 find, that it hath no manner of Relation ei- 
ther to Infants or Water-Baptiſm, howeyer 
ſome Pedo-baptiſts prejudiced i in favour of 
- their own Opinion, may have miſunder- 


ſtood it. 


Again, ſays « our - Oppdnent, Infant- * 
1 may be inferr'd from Mat. xix. 14. 


Suffer little Children, and forbid them not to 
come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom. of, 
Heaven. Upon which he obſerves, If there: | 
fore, * he, Children were pronounced 
| Snbjefts 


7 


a. 


. 

Subjets of this Heavenly Kingdom, aid were 
capable of entring into it, they conſequently | 
bud a Right to the firſt Mean, and that wa,; 
Baptiſm. But certainly, fay I, if Chil- 
dren were pronounced Subjects of © thi 
Heavenly Kingdom, and were capable of 
entring into it, they could never be put 
Into a better State by Water-Baptiſm. 

The next Text he produces is Jobs iii. 


5. Except any one be born of Water, aud. of 
the Spirit, be can t enter into the Kingdom of N 


God. That this Text cannot ſerve his Pur. 5 = 


pole, becauſe it has no Relation to material . 
Water, we have before ſhewn, b. 17. 5 
which we refer him. as 

"Laft of all, he ſays, leur Bag may 
1 inferred from Aa i ii. 38, 39. For Peter 
laid to thoſe preſent, Repent, and be bap- 
1 every one of you in the Nane ef Jeſu us 


| a Cbrift for the Remiſſion 7 $ ws, Aud y. ye Fong = 


Teceive- the G ft of the Holy Ghoſt ; f fo or 
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Promiſe is is unto you and Jo your Chilaren. . 


- 
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E nien, 1 truſt, i it will appear, that the 


[48] 

We are under no Neceſſity to under- 
ſtand this Text of Water-Baptiſm, becauſe 
the Word baptized may be underſtood of 
Converſion of the Heart to God : This Inter- 
pretation is moſt agreable to the Words 
of the fame Apoſtle Peter in the next Chap- 
ter, Acts iii. 19. Repent and be converted, 
that your Sins may be blotted out. Howe er 
the Word Repent ſhews that Peter did not 
. ſpeak to new born Infants. But, lays our 
Adyerſary, bere I think is a plain Text, in- 
_ temating that Children are capable of being 
baptized, for if they bad not, Peter would 
never have taken in Children along with O- 

"zhers; be would not bave comprebended them 
with ther Parents. In this, 1 think, he is 
fallacious, and would impoſe upon, his 
| Reader, becauſe Children i in that Place, does 
not fignifis Infants, but Poſterity in general. 
Having now throughly examin d what 
Heyer 1 chought had the Appearance of 
Argument i in the Pamphler under Conſide- 


* i Author 


1 
Author has not prov'd, that Mater. Bag- 
ziſm was 1mſtitured by Chriſt, nor has he 
made good any one of the Points which, he © 
has too confidently affirmed, p. 31, 32. 
that is to ſay, he has not prov'd, uſt.. That 
Infant-Baptiſm is agreable to a Goſpel Inſti- 
tution; nor adly, That it was practiſed by 
the abs - nor 3dly, That any Men now 
bade a divine Authority to practiſe it; 3 nor 
athly, That it is any other than a meer tu 
man Tradition; nor ſthly, That. it ought to 20 
be practibd by good Chriſtians ; nor 6thly, , 
That the Quakers are in the wrong for 2 4 
practiſing it; nor 7thly, That they are in 4 
any wiſe leſs Chri iſtians than thoſe that do. 0 | 
As to his Tranſlation from Liehtfeors | bs 
Hore Hebraice, it concerns us not, becauſe . = 

tis grounded, as we think, upon an erro: 
neous Suppoſition, viz. That Gbrift made 
- Water-B aptiſm an Evungelical Sacrament. 
1 Nor does his Story of the Converſion of 
4 2 2 noted Auripedobapiiſt in the leaſt affect us 
1 e tell him of ſeveral honeſt and 
EIN o Learned... 
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Learned Pedo-baptiſi fy who after thorou gh 
Examination of the Arguments on both 
Sides, in the Fear of God, and with diſc 
Regard to the holy Scriptures,” have be- 
come downright þoneſthearted Duaker,- 


And ſo we ſhall conclude, with - wiſhing 
Kin the ſame Happineſs 
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N. B. The Objettions againſt the Letter- 
.-12 Writer, in A Vindication of Biſhop 


Dres with bi tes « 23 
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